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have continued in the exercise of their duties the police force
which is lawfully enrolled, and which has won the confidence
and applause of all good citizens by its fidelity and impar-
tiality at all times and wunder all circumstances. But
the arrangement was not satisfactory to the Federal author-
ities.

As the men of the police force through no fault of theirs
are now prevented from discharging their duty, their pay
constitutes a legal claim on the city, from which, in my
opinion, it cannot be relieved.

The new force which has been enrolled is in direct viola-
tion af the law of the State, and no money can be appropria-
ted by the city for its support without incurring the heavy
penalties provided by the Act of Assembly.

Officers in the Fire Alarm and Police Telegraph Depart-
ment, who are appointed by the Mayor and City Council, and
not by the Board of Police, have been dischargod, and others
have, been substituted in their place,

I mention these facts with profound. sorrow. and with no
purpose whatever of increasing the difficulties unfortunately
existing in this city, but because it is your right,to be ac-
quainted with the true condition. of affairg, and because I
cannot help entertaining the hope that redress will yet be af-
forded by the authorities of the United States upon.a proper
representation,made hy you. Iam entirely satisfied that the
suspicion entertained of any meditated hostility on.the part
of. the city authorities, against the General Government is
wholly, unfounded, and, with the best,means of knowledge,
express the confident belief and. conviction that there is no
organization,of any kind among - the. people, for such a pur-
Eose. I have no . doubt that the officers.of,the United States

ave acted on information which they, deemed, reliable, ob-
tained from.our,own,citizens, some of whom .may be deluded
by. their fears, while others are actuated by baser motives;
but suspicions thus derived, can, in my. judgment, form no
sufficient justification for what I deem to be grave and alarm-
ing violations of the rights of individual citizens, of the city
of. Baltimore and.of the State.of Maryland.

Very respectfully,
GEO. WM. BROWN, Mayor



